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Spy at the Keyhole f

nPI!E.'}.'i’(.'ING THE REICH The -

"Penetratzon of Nazi Germany

“ing World War II. By Joseph E.

-’ By DAVID SGHERMAN

 OR* OVER - THREE ‘decades: the .
= X, . spy novels of’ Eric Ambler, Geol:
N frey Household,:Adam Hall and ¥
dozen pther- experts: -have - made- it
;amply clear,that ‘Hitler and “his AxXis.
partnersnever really bad ' prayer. "

. When-'you add the recent- spate- ot
: f‘true” . now-at-can-be—toldw revelatmns
: glude - operations, siich’’.:ass
fwhich'd' code-bz?eakmgma—
intércepted the hlghest Nazi'mils
_itary commands almost ‘before Hitler |
.jssued ‘' them, “Cynthla,” ~Whith: gave»
“Russian commanders thé order of bate-
“{le against them often before: thenr
-German adversaries: recewed it them-
‘selves, and--“Double- . Cro8S, 7 which'
“proved that the best German‘agents”
were all. busily working for England;-
it’s a wonder the Reich managed ‘to”
hold out as long as it did against the
: comparatively unimaginative | herolsm
of: footslogging infantrymes; - airmen -
angd: seamen -of . the- forces: arrayed
against. them in Europe. anid” Africa:”
One trusts that the worldwide casualty
- lists—usually put at around 40 million-
“—would have been even greater mthe;‘;
‘absence of these hltherto seciet mirdc-

’ les of espionage. . A s
" Joseph E. Persico Tias added o this
.true and ﬁcﬁonal Aintelligence. roster ;
-"the chronicle og a late starter,the Of-
fice of Strategxc Servicw, aitiny but 3
: impressive. core of . ‘Américai “Spooks’
/(and the’ precutsor: of the notso-tiny
“CIA) who penetrated Germaiy in thef '
final months of World WarIL
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. Every newsman in wartime Europe,
and almost”every officer above the
rank of major, “knew an-0SS.type.”
~There didn’t seem to be much secrecy
about their ‘ekistence, though no one
squite new Wwhat they were up -1o.
- “Some hush-hush job for counterintel-
“Yigence,” one said, and quietly changed
.the subject. We are now in debt to Mr.
~Persxco for-a- brilhanﬂy*» researched
‘and cleverly told tale-of what they
“weré"up  to’theéir heroie struggle—
~often*as heroicagainst Allied.. brass
and Brmsh Spymasters as against the
!enemy——to gather: valuable informa-.
-tion; the" ‘nickedible, insouciant: brav-
;ery of their coddly assorted agents—
t~union offlcials, German cops, Commu-
. pist pipe-fitters, Wall’ Street elitists—
“'who penetrated to the very top of Nazi
<authority. e . ¥
B ‘We are also-—those of us who devour
“$py novels: like' cashew nuts—in Mr.
§ Persmo s debt for the tidings that in es-
pmnage, fiction, alas, is stranger than
truth ‘Persico bases his report on an
" ofticial 0SS War Report released in
~1971; which he has supplemented by
100 inferviews with surviving spies
. and. their bosses here and in Europe.
Consplcuously absent is the debonair
‘agent who swims the Hellespont with
.the secret plans tied in a sponge bag
‘around his neck. He js. more often
“some dedicated refugee union man,
“ Austrian student or unnoticeable. of-
fice type, and the number of spectacu-
lar snafus that plague his existence is
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“almost equal to that of his consxdera«
ble trinmphs.

Like the OSS itself, Persico’s book
_starts slow and builds’te a-whiriwind
-finish. He describes how the Yanks,
“not yet a nation where espionage has
“been raised to a national industry, had .
‘to learn the trade from scratch. How

agents’ clothing’ was - collected from
_Jewish refugees, how printers were lo-,
‘cated to forge travel papers—how the
paper itself had to be manufactured to -
-fool the Gestapo. He details the all-im-
-portant. job: ef - recruitment.” Who-,
“makes a good spy? “Vengeance and ha-
tred were-unreliable stimuli. . . . The:
obsessed man-belonged behind a- ma~-|
“chine gun, not in espionage. .. . The:
.ideal candidate was’honest and devi- |
.ous, inconspicuous and. ~ audacious,:
quick.and prudent, zealous and cool.” .
Hard to find but exaetly what Lem
_Deighton and his colleagues in fiction~
have always.led us to believe. Most im-
_portant was- comimunication, and Per--
‘sico tells in detail of Lientenant Coms
.mander: Stephen Simpson’s invention
of “Joan-Eleanor,” a:device whereby
for the first time an agent could talk in
.the clear to a contact flying in a-tight
cone-20,000 feet above him in a ply~

'wood-hulled -Mosquito bomber—when’
they could. cadge the Mosqmto from\‘
‘the British .

- The failures were by ‘no means ex-|
‘clusively Yank. Persico recalls thé un-
likely Sir Hughe Montgomery Knatch-
bull-Hughessen, British ambassador to/
Turkey; whose valet “Cicero” sent so
‘much secrét Tnaterial to Germany that!
the Nazis'couldn’t believe. it. and-paid,
him in fake money. Similarly, the Brits]
‘ish sneered at the huge volume of ma-
‘terial sent by Fritz Kolbe, a minor Nazi J

;ioreign_qfficgr, ( ough Smtzerlan
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. They thought he-must he a double
apent and his purely voluntary infor-
mation spurious. Allen Duiles and his
: Bern staff did not. Xolbe's bottomless
supply was "pure gold.”
. Persico has what first seems an irri
tating knack of leaving an agent exci-
tingly on a street in Germany or 2 hill-
top in -Austria and saying: “And that
-was all that.was heard from him.” This
turns out to be a deliberate and satisfy-
ing device for building suspense. In his
last chapters all or ‘most of, the bad
.pennies. turn.up and their contribu-
tions are evaluated. His toughest job is
“t0 convince the reader that all this ef-
fort, in the dying days of the war, was
necessary. He makes a“good case for
the quality and usefulness of the infor-
‘mation supplied by 0SS agents, from
simple tactical. positions of artillery-
furnished by “tirned around” German
‘POWSs.to the strategically important
.figures-on factory output, location of.
‘synthetic fuel plants and V-weapon®
Tsites and; significantly;; ‘the news that-
‘the Nazi’s; vaunted “redoubt” in the:
. Alps, from which Hitler and 15 SS divi-’
sions would. fight on for years, was in;{
‘fact-quite’empty. The fact that spies
Ayere- caught and-tortured is hardly a
?surprise "The fact that many of them,’
“by design or: ccxdent survxved cap-
.lureis. A R
" Persico-has -done a professxona!!y
‘meticulous, satisfying job. In doing so
-he has partially answered the chief
gnestion: why spy? To shorten wars, is
-the quick practical response but that is
-not ail of it:Knowing a secret, after all,
s possibly the chief human motivation:
not only for the behavior of school-
children, . newspaper columnists,
‘Watergate: conv1cts and prime muus
ters,but forspies. v ey O

" DAVID SCHERMAN, for six years a
- war correspondent in Europe for Life;y
. edxted The:Best of Ll_fe and Life Goesi -

.10 World WarlL .. &

Approved For Release 2005/01/13 : CIA-RDP88-01350R000200230022-5




